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CHECKING B
REPORT OF AUDITOR

WERE ACCOUNTANTS OF INVESTIGATING COM-
MITTEE—THRER AT WORK—IS ITINVESTIGA-
TION OF STATE AUDITOR OR I. I. TRUSTEES,
OR BOTH?-—MYSTERY, MYSTERY EVERY-
WHERE.

8o thick is the air of mystery surrounding the opera-
tions of the Investigating Committee of the Internal Im-
provement Fupd, if you look according to the secret rules,
“made and provided” by the servants of the public, called
members of the Legislature, that it could not be cut with
a knife—not eveti with an accountant’s erasing knife,

Looking in another direction, the fog is not so thick,
though this the members of the committee will neither
affirm nor deny. = |

This is where the heels of the ostrich stick up, while the
head is buried in the sand of “executive session.”

The committee will not admit that accountants are now'
on the job, neither will the accountants, but that they
are toiling over the records of the Internal Improvement

Fund at a long table in the office of the Comptroller can-
not be disputed. ;

First was Mr. Martin of New York—genial, but non-
committal ; then another, who went to work yester.day.
Not so happy looking, perhaps, because here the veil of
mystery was sinking down upon Mr. Fuller, also of New
York, e
Uncertainty intervenes as to whether Fuller is the right
name. He looked like Mr. Fuller, and he seemed to han-
dle a pen like Mr. Fuller, still it might not have been Mr.
Fuller. Exactness of identity is not easy without Bertil-
lon measurements, since the Buckman “executive ses-
sion” gag has been tied to the mouths of the investigating
committee. -

Let that pass, however, as it is but an incident. Two
accountants were at work. Then, late in the afternoon,
another was doing stunts with the records.

Nothing doing in the way of identity. The clouq of
uncertainty hanging about Mr, Fuller was resolved into
dark night of mystery concerning the third. )

But, as said, this is merely an incident—two incidénts if
you choose to couple your bets,

The main point is that they were at work.

And what kind of work was it that was intended to lay
bare to the public the transactions of the Internal Im-
provement Fund?

Checking the printed report of the State Auditor.

That’s all. Not Wilsor’s, but still “That’s all.”

Seemed like a challenge of the State Auditor’s work;

first, although the resolution did

Still, if the purpose was not to investigate the State
Auditor, his work on the Internal Improvement Fund is
being used as a basis for investigation, so the query—is
it the Trustees who are to be inyestigated. or is it the
State Auditor, or is it both? ,

It may be a ma{ter of embarrassment to the State
Auditor’s office that the work done theréin was not ae-
ceptable to the Legislature, inasmuch as what the Btate
Auditor did in the way of checking up the transactions of
the Trustees is to be done again by a force of imported
accountants,

This work has been done by the State Auditor, along
with the other duties of his office, at a yearly salary, but

icion that he might have overlooked something,
" Perhaps, though, thi i more ofthe myterypled o by «
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it is being done ovep again, by the imported accountants—
some of it at lenst. at & cost to the State of $60 a day,
more or less,

More uncertainty, Uncertainty all along the line. Un-
certainty of the State Auditor’s report, uncertainty of the
honesty of the Trustees, UNCERTAINTY OF THE
PUBLIO, therefore the gag rule of the committee.

Mystery everywhere, but the mystified accountants are
working mysteriously for the committee of mystery on the
records of mystery st may solve the mysterious problem.

The State Auditop's report will probably prove valuable
tothemuannidibcbeckjng up. His reports are taken

as accurate accounts of the other departments of the State,
80 perhaps the accountants are not in error in using his
report of the Internal Improvement Trustees in their work
of investigation,

A meeting of the Investigating Committee was held

last night, at which the work of the accountants was dis-
cussed.

The question of employing counsel may lmve‘ﬁ
talked about, but no definite decision was reached, the
matter maybe lying over until another meeting,

Who can tell? ‘

Ask Mr. Buckman, “he probably knows.”

—

BY THE WAY. -

Mr. Gray, répregoting the publishing house of B. F.
Johunson Company pf Richmond, Va., arrived in the city
yesterday. He statps that his firm, like other publishing
nbuses outside of jhe American Book Company, favor
State uniformity off cext books. Being asked if he would
appear before the Jegislative Committees on Education,
Mr. Gray said that | Dr. Branham of the American Book
Company appeared| before the committees and spoke
against uniformity he would ask permission to make an
address in favor of fhe uniform system,

Former Governog Jennings and President Hulley of
Stetson have adjusipd their grievances, and have shaken
hands in tokem of frjendly feeling, while Steve Melton has
untied the fish line §hat held the turtle dove of peace and
let her flutter,

Two candidates {gr Governor were in town yesterday—
two Alberts—Jenniggs and Gilchrist. The similarity of
the names by whichjtieir friends speak of them caused a

#W discussion of the mdaning of the initial each wears.

One statesman spggested that the “I.” of Jennings
stood for Turpenting, while the other statesman who had
report to make on (ilchrist, said “W.” of the gentleman
from Punta Gorda jueans Waycross.

Those who differ gy it is Thomas Albert Jennings and
Albert Waller Gilclrist.

Mr. Gilchrist haf soome advantage, perhaps, over Mr.
Jennings thus far, pecause a cigar has been named for
the candidate who s one foot planted at Punta Gorda
and the other at Wajcoss, Ga.

Mr, Gilehrist is ppad of the cigar; he is right, because
it is a good cigar, N:will be pleased to explain the label
on the box to thosepeking label lore.

Mr. A. P, Jordangd the Punta Gorda Herald, is here,
not on a fishing exdpsion, because he never goes fishing.
He has not the timg§ It takes all his spare moments to
write stories of the Buer fellow’s catch. Some day when
he can take a day of Mr. Jordan proposes to go fishing,
and part of his eqiment will be a pair of scales, so0
arranged as to get @eweight of the biggest one—the, one
that always gets aWh,

for division

7, ho , Migordan is on a aign
slices are war -»’5 uke three counties out of the present
one of DeBoto ‘wish of Mr. Jordan and the people
of the northern m of the county. The people of
Arcadia and the ¢erral part of the county want the same
condition to contine, but Mr. Jordan has baited his hook
with substantial fats, he declares, and has cast his line
into the Legislativ waters,

EIGHTY-EIGH'H ANNIVERSARY,I. 0, 0. F.

The members of kon Lodge No. 5, I. O. O. F,, of this
city Will meet at tlir lodge rooms Friday evening at 8
o’clock to celebratethe eighty-eighth anniversary of the
Order in America. 1l Legislators who are members, and
visiting Odd Fellow gre especially invited to attend and
enjoy the occasion wth us. An address will be delivered
by Hon, B. C. Abernthy and others.
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SENATE PASSED CHILD LABOR BILL.
Continued from Page One.

on second reading for amendment, cutting out the increase
of an.lary > ' .

Some misunderstanding seemed to prevail between this
bill and one passed the previous day, that granted increase
of salary to the Inspector of Feed Stuils, together with
an increase of traveling expenses, and Senator Humphries,
in discussing the bills, said that the Inspector of Feed
Stulfs carried a side line of merchandise for which he
solicited orders.

Senator Adams understood him to say that it was the
Assistant State Chemist who had been carrying the side -
line, and said that it was a serious charge and he would
withhold the bill pending investigation.

Senator Humphries said it was the lnspector of Feed
Stutls of whow he was speaking, and continued to discuss
the bills, saying among other things, that “the State Chem-
ist was not a very busy man during the past year.” He
mentioned having been in many parts of the State and
finding the State Chemist here at the same time, and
thougnt as long as he seemed to be having an easy time
no increase of salary should be granted.

He was speaking along this line, when interrupted by
Senator Adams, who said: “The Senator has spoken
twenty minutes on a bill that is now at the other end of
the building. Senator Humphries puts himself in the
attitude of opposing this bill because he does not like a.
bill that has been passed.”

The bill was made a special order for Monday at 4 p. m.
on motion of Senator Adams. »

Senator Trammell announced that the Committee on
Corporations would meet Tuesday afternoon to consider
the franchise tax bills, and that persons who desired
could appear, .

Real brisk business of the day, however, was working
for adjournment.

Senator Broome started the ball by asking for obsery-
ance of Memorial Day, adjourning until 10 o’clock Satur-
day morning, which was adopted.

This was allowed to rest for a while, and then Senator
West of the First asked for reconpideration of the vote
The motion was carried, and then Senator Cone moved
as substitute for Senator Broome's original motion, that

the Senate adjourn until 10 o’clock to-day.

This brought forth an elogquent appeal from Senator
Broome that Memorial Day be observed, and he-charged
that the object of the motion of Senator Cone was really
to hold a session to-day and then adjourn until Monday
afternoon, a scheme for several days’ recess.

His denunciation of the second motion prevailed, and
adjournment was taken until 10 o’clock Saturday morning.

Following was the vote on Senator Broome’s motion:

Yeas—8Senators Baker, Beard, Broome, Buckman, Cot-
trell, Girardeau, Henderson, Hudson, Humphries, Jackson,
Trammell, Willis, Withers, Zim—14.

Nays——éenatom Adams, Cone, Crews, Crill, Massey,
Neel, Bams, West of the First, West of the Fourth—39.
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BOARDERS—Parties who have accom-
modations for boarders have regis-
tered at the People’s Lobby. Any-
one desiring board can be directed
to a convenient location by seeking

such information at the Lobby.
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HARDEE-SMITH

No one but

Registired Pharmacists

allowe( to dispense med-
icines fpom our store.
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The best

J. F.HILL

‘News Dealer and
Stationer

Butterick Patterns,
Typewriter Paper and

Tobstco, Cigars, Candies and Confec-

Watches and Jewslry. Waterman's
Fountain Pens.
146 South Munroe Sc, Tallahassee, Fla.
School Books and Bupplies,
'l‘o.uu Articles, Notions,
Kodaks, Camerss,

DRUG COMPANY

Everything, from the Soda Fouun-
tain to the Prescription Depart
ment, Is conducted in the best man.
ner pessible,

Notable of our offerings for the
Season are the many kinds of Cold
Drinks served. Only the Best
Syrups are used, and the Latest
Novelties in Drinks are prepared.

Typewriter Ribbons,

tioneries,

GOOD CIGARS are another fmpor-

tant featurs of our store, The par
ticular smoker s sure of belng
pleased.




